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22/03/2021 by Karen Poole

Kiā ora e te whānau
 
It has been a pretty busy term for all including the exciting
programmes that have been in place to prepare the Ngā
Manu team  for their camp and EOTC week next week.
 
Thankfully we have a very well timed Easter break to follow.
Please remember school is closed Friday 2 April (Good
Friday), Monday 4 April (Easter Monday) and Tuesday 5 April
(Easter break for schools).
 
Thank you once again for attending our Learning conversations. We had around 86% of
our parents attend on the evenings set aside and another 10% who booked alternative
times. If you haven't yet had a chat with your child's teacher, it's not too late, just flick them
an email and make a time to come in or catch up over the phone.
 
You are now able to access the goals discussed on Educa. On the left-hand side of your
child's profile you will see "goals".
Click on this tab and you will see their learning goals. Teachers will be uploading stories
during Term 2 that are linked to the goals so you can see the progress your child is making
in real time.
 

Reminder : Parent Information Evening
 

On Thursday 25 March 7pm in the staffroom we will be hosting a parent
information session on Alert.

If you are new to Tawhai School, Alert is the a self regulation programme we are
currently piloting that uses the analogy of changing engine speeds.

Toward the end of 2020 we had a small gathering of parents who expressed an
interest in knowing more about Alert and strategies they could support their children



 
Ngā mihi nui
 
Karen Poole

with at home.
Looking forward to seeing you there.

 

SchoolDocs
SchoolDocs manages our school's policies and procedures online, in a way that
allows us to maintain, review and update them regularly. It ensures that our policies
and procedures are up to date , that we're following Ministry of Education best-
practise guidelines, and that we're meeting our reporting requirements.
By law, the school must review our policies and procedures at regular intervals.
Some reviews are done by the board, but the majority are reviewed by both board
and staff, or the whole school community (board, staff and parents).
The current policy for review is Home Learning. Please follow the instructions below
to participate in our review.

1.  Visit the website https://tawhai.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm
2.  Enter the username (tawhai) and password (partnership).
3.  Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed.
4.  Read the policy.
5.  Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page.
6.  Select the reviewer type "Parent".
7.  Enter your name (optional).
8.  Submit your ratings and comments.
9.  If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed

copies of the policy and a review form.



 

From our School Board:
 
Kia ora koutou,
 
What an amazing start to the new school year we have had at Tawhai. It’s fantastic to
see our tamariki getting involved in so many activities and learning opportunities for
all.
With the new term, there are a few updates from the Board below:

1.  On the 1st of August 2020 the Ministry of Education updated the Education Act 1989
to the new Education and Training Act 2020.

Included in the update were some changes to the language used.
For school boards, this means the following terms have changed:
• Board of Trustees is now simply School Board e.g., Tawhai School Board
• The role of Board Chair (BC) is now the role of Presiding Member (PM)
• Trustees are now Board Members and then further defined by who they are
representing e.g., Parent Representative, Staff Representative etc.
You will see these new terms being used from now on.
 

2.  We were recently advised by the Education Review Office (ERO) that our school
would undergo an evaluation from February 2021.

 
ERO is the New Zealand government department that reviews and reports on the
performance of early learning services, kura and schools.
 
In past review processes, ERO would visit schools over 3-4 days to hold discussions
with staff, board members and whanau to assess our performance. However, ERO is
now working under a new Operating Model where it will shift from event-based
external reviews to supporting each school in a process of continuous improvement.
 
This more differentiated approach will use a developmental evaluation that reflects
individual schools’ context, culture and needs. It aims to strengthen the capability of
all schools through embedding a continuous improvement approach, strengthening
schools’ own engagement with and accountability to whānau.



 
 
 

 
ERO will become an evaluation partner alongside each school, to support every
school to be a great school and every child a success.
 
Karen Poole and I met with our Evaluation Partner Lena Tuiloma earlier this month
and we are looking forward to starting the new process with her support. You may
see Lena around the school over the coming months as we work together.
 
Ngā mihi,
Angela Whitmarsh
Presiding Member of the Tawhai School Board
 


