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We are halfway through the term! Welcome to all of the
children and their whanau who have started at Tawhai School
over the last few weeks. It is a pleasure to have you join our
wonderful community.  If you have any questions or queries
please do not hesitate to make contact with your child’s
classroom teacher.



Some of the highlights we have had over the last few weeks
have been our cross-country and walk-a-thon.  Thank you for
supporting your children with increasing their physical activity.
Not only does this support healthy bodies and minds, it is a
great way to spend time together. Please send any walk-a-thon
fundraising money to school as soon as possible. Thank you also
to our wonderful PTSG for organising this event.

Pink Shirt day:

Pink Shirt day is a lovely way
to think about how we feel
(our engines) when we are
happy and how we can help
others to feel just right. Thank
you for supporting this
important message. It was
great to see all that pink!



Wet Weather: Winter is a wonderful time of the year where we
have lots of discussion around the changes in our environment.
We are very fortunate to have such beautiful park-like
surroundings. If your child wants to play outside when we have
light rain they need to have a raincoat. They also need a
complete change of clothes, as Kelly does not have enough
spare clothes in the office.

Guided Reading Books: We are delighted to see the progress
our children are making with their reading.  Please ensure that
they bring back any Tawhai Reading books that they take home
the next day. Children need to have a bookbag inorder to take
books home.

Upcoming Events:

22nd June PJ Day

Last Day of Term - 9th July.

https://www.tawhai.school.nz/event/pj-day/


Curriculum Coverage:

Key competencies/6 C’s: are the capabilities people have,
and need to develop, to live and learn today and in the future.
This term we have been focusing on “Communication &
Creativity”.

Alert: We will continue to support children to identify how they
are feeling, are their “engines” high, just right, low? How can
they change their emotions to suit the environment they are in?
All emotions are ok, however we need to understand the best
way to express them and the impact they have on ourselves
and others. Please contact deborah@tawhai.school if you would
like more information regarding our Alert Programme.

Integrated Inquiry: We have been learning about our
Whakapapa (Whakapapa meaning) Thank you for supporting
your child’s learning by sharing information with them and us.
Next, we are going to look at our Tūrangawaewae - tūranga

(standing place), waewae (feet), it is often translated as ‘a place to stand’

Here is a quick Ted Talk Video explaining what Tūrangawaewae
can mean to someone.

Literacy: We will be continuing to explore literacy each day in
the classroom.  Please encourage and support your child
learning to read and write by sharing stories with them,
listening to them read, and encouraging them to share their
ideas (by talking or writing).  Your child should be bringing
home a reading book most nights.

Numeracy: Numeracy is another daily focus in our classroom.
Children are supported to understand Maths concepts and
strategies. Where possible we try to make the connection to
Maths in everyday life. Please support your child at home to
increase their knowledge and skill by counting with them,
cooking with them, and discussing word problems with them.
Some students have Mathletics activities to support their
learning.

https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa-genealogy/page-1#:~:text=Whakapapa%20is%20the%20core%20of,the%20process%20of%20tracing%20genealogies.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYmonkA4e80


Mutukaroa:

It is always a pleasure to share your child’s progress with you.
Lynley Poole will be in contact with families/whanau regarding
Term 2 meetings.  If you have any questions regarding your
meeting time please do not hesitate to contact Lynley or Kelly
in the office.

Some important reminders:
● Arrival at school: The ideal time for your child to be at school is

between 8:30am and 8:45am. We have a lot of children arrive
earlier than 8:30am which is a concern in regards to their
supervision. Teachers are not required to be in their classrooms
until 8:30am, prior to that they may be touching base with
colleagues, in meetings or getting themselves organised for the
day. If you need to send your child to school earlier, please
contact Kelly Club for supervised care - Vanessa Chatfield, Mobile:
0274 185131

● After school: Teachers will release children as close to 3pm as
possible. However, sometimes classrooms can run a little over time,
which results in the class being released a little later. We realise
that children often have after-school activities so we do try to
keep these occasions to a minimum.  Please see your classroom
teacher if you need to discuss after school arrangements.

● Spare clothes: Please ensure you have a change of clothes, or two,
in your child's bag in case they need them. We do not have any
spare clothes in the office.

● Messages for your children: Please ensure your child knows in
advance about after school arrangements. Obviously there will be
times when you need to get an urgent message through to your
child, but I am sure you can understand how difficult it can be for
Kelly to field and follow up the many phone calls she gets at the
end of the day.



Keeping in Touch

Please remember that your child’s classroom teacher is happy
to talk with you about your child. Please contact your child’s
teacher about the best time to communicate.  If you send an
email, please be aware that it may not be answered during the
day or after 5pm.

Kind Regards,  Nga Kukari Team
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