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Kiā ora e te whānau
 
Over the last few days I have had the pleasure of visiting three wonderful schools.....
 
On Thursday our termly Upper Hutt Principals' hui was held at St Patricks,
Silverstream. It was wonderful to have the opportunity to wander around and explore the
amazing architecture and grounds.
 
During the meeting that followed we discussed how as a cluster we are progressing with
our strategic goals:

1. Developing connected learners across Upper Hutt who have a strong sense of identity and
wellbeing

2. Provide a responsive resource model that considers people, funds, time and their allocation
across Upper Hutt

3. Strengthen the capability of teachers and leaders across Upper Hutt

Here is a cluster video which supports the pathways.
 
On Friday, as part of a principal swap initiative, I visited Maungaraki School and Jude
Pemberton (Kelson School Principal) came here. Maungaraki School is a hugely vibrant
environment with a great school culture - it was a real pleasure to spend the morning talking
with the leadership team and the student leaders. Jude was very complimentary about her
visit here and was made to feel extremely welcome by both staff and students.
 
And finally yesterday I spent the morning at Trentham School for our termly MAC hui
(Maori Achievement Collaborative). We were treated to an amazing powhiri followed by
some special insights into Trentham School's MAC journey.
 
I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity to spend time in other schools and reflect
on our programmes and school environment.
 
The recent Teacher Only Day that all our teachers attended was hugely successful. The two

https://www.flickr.com/photos/144721664@N08/51249581190/in/dateposted/


key note speakers endorsed a lot of the work that we have underway here at Tawhai School
with the Alert programme and restorative practice.
Some information you may find useful:

Screen time (TV, devices) has a huge impact on attention and can impact on language, decrease
the ability to multi task and diminish creativity. It can also lead to considerable changes in the
brain, including thinning of grey matter "A low amount of grey matter is related to
Alzheimer's disease, depression and post-traumatic stress disorder".
Here is a recommended guide:

 

The days are certainly getting shorter and shorter and as we near the middle of
winter I wanted to share a few reminders:

Please ensure you have a change of clothes in you child's school bag in case they
get wet.
A lot of our children still like to get some fresh air at break times - please ensure they
have a raincoat so they can  go outside without getting too wet.
If your child appears unwell please keep them at home - in the warm classrooms,
viruses spread very easily. Gastro is easily passed on from person to person. If
your child has gastro, you can help prevent passing it to others by keeping them
off school until at least 48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.

Safety Concerns
 

Please remember to ensure the gates are closed behind you when you enter the
school grounds
Please do not drive down the driveway during the day - if you need to pick up or
drop children off, please park on the road. Parking at the end of the driveway is a



 

 
 
 

potential hazard if emergency vehicles are needing to enter the school grounds.
We have recently shared our concerns with the council about the traffic congestion
and the likelihood of increased usage of the road with property developments
happening in Glen Road. We will keep you in the loop with any developments.

 

NZEI Meeting
 
As mentioned, Tawhai teachers who are members of NZEI Te Riu Roa will be attending a
paid union meeting on Tuesday 22 June with some attending on Tuesday 29 June.
 
The purpose of these meetings is for teachers to discuss the priorities for the renegotiation
of their collective agreement in 2022. Issues being discussed, such as school staffing
levels, directly impact on the education of your children. These meetings are a critical
component of the negotiation process and it is the legal right of all members to attend a
meeting and have their say.
 
School will remain open on these days, but parents are invited to pick their children up at
lunchtime as we will have reduced staffing available.
 
Thank you in advance for your support.

PYJAMA DAY - FRIDAY 25 JUNE
 
The Tu Rungatira group are leading this amazing initiative.  It is for an organisation
called Foster Hope, where people donate new pyjamas for children who are in foster
care. Many of these children have never had a brand new pair of their very own
pyjamas and knowing that someone has shopped especially for them is a huge boost
to their self-esteem.
 
Please feel free to donate some new pyjamas by bringing them to the school office
between now and next Friday 25 June.
 
Friday 25 June is our pyjama day, so we are encouraging everyone to come along
dressed in their pjs, onesies, oddies, whatever :O)
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